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AKTICLES  OF  FAITH, 

ANDTFJK 

ADOPTED  BY  TMK  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

"  SIIAWMUT  CHURCH." 


"I 


ARTICLES  OF  FAITII. 


We  believe  that  there  is  Imt  one  God,  a  be- 
ing perfuet  in  oA  oiy  natural  and  moral  attril)ute, 
subsisting  in  tlu*ee  persons:  the  Father,  the  Son, 
and  the  Holy  Ghost;  the  same  in  sul)stanee5 
equal  in  power  and  glory. 

We  l)elieye  tliat  all  Scripture,  both  the  Ohl 
and  the  New  Testaments,  is  given  by  inspira- 
I    tion  of  God,  and  is  proiitable  for  doctrine,  tor 
reproof,  for  coneetion,  and  for  instruction  in 
^  righteousness,  tliat  the  :^ffis^of  God  may  be  per- 
fect, thoroughly  iimiished  unto  all  good  ^vorks. 

I 

I  We  believe  that  man  was  originally  holy; 
I    and  that  he  sinnoi!  ami  fell  fi'om  that  state,  l)y 


■  4  \ 

.  ^  i 

the  trangression  of  GocVs  LaAv;  and  that  in  con- 
sequence of  tlie  fall  of  our  first  parents,  all  man-  ^ 
kind,  in  their  natural  state,  are  destitute  of  any 
thing  to  recommend  them  to  God's  righteous  i 
favor.  i 

We  believe  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Clirist,  God  I 

manifest  in  the  flesh,  hy  his  obedience,  sufier-  ] 

ings  and  death,  has  made  an  atonement  sufficient  I 

for  the  salvation  of  all  mankind,  that  pardon  and  I 

eternal  life  are  freely  offered  to  all  men,  on  con-  1 

dition  ol' repentance  of  sin,  and  faith  in  our  Lord  | 

Jesus  Christ;  and  that  Christ  alone  is  the  way,  ^ 

and  the  truth,  and  the  life.  | 

We  believe  that  Avhile  men  are  under  obliga-  I 
tions,  perfectly  to  keep  the  law  of  God,  the  spe- 
cial infhu^nces  of  the  holy  spirit  are  absolutely 

.  necessary  to  inc line  and  lead  us  to  repent  and 
believe — to  renew  and  sanctify  us — to  bring  us 
out  of  a  state  of  nature  into  a  state  of  grace — to 

.  keep  us  in  it,  and  fit  us  for  glory — that  all  true 
christians  v/ill  ])e  preserved  unto  eternal  salva- 
tion; and  tliat  God,  from  before  the  foundation 
of  the  world,  purposed  to  secure  the  repentance 


;  and  salvation  of  a  great  multitude,  "whom  no  nuin 
[  can  number.  ^  > 

AVe  believe  in  tlie  resurrection  of  all  tlie  dead, 
I  and  a  day  of  final  judgement,  when  every  one 
j  must  be  judged  according  to  tlie  deeds  done  in 
I  the  l)ody,  consequent  uponwliich,  the  righteous 
I  will  enter  into  life  eternal,  and  the  wicked  will 

[  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment. 

» 

I     We  believe  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  a 
i  visil)le  Church  on  the  earth,  the  ordinances  ol' 
I  which  are  Baptism  and  tlie  Lord's  Supper,  to  bo 
observed  to  the  end  of  theAvorld;  that  those  on- 
ly are  to  be  admitted  to  the  Church,  who  give 
■  credible  evidence  of  being  rencAved  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  make  a  pulilic  profession  of  their 
f  lith  in  Christ;   and  that  none  but  members  of 
:  the  Visiljle  Church,  in  regular  standing,  have  a 
right  to  partake  of  the  Lord's  Supper;  and  that 
"  only  covenanting  IjclicA'crs  and  their  households, 
are  proper  subjec  ts  for  the  ordinance  of  bap- 
tism. 


COVENANT. 

i 


I       111  tlie  presence  of  God,  Tlis  Holy  Angels, 
I    and  this  Assembly,  you  do  now  solemnly  a^^ow 
i    the  Lord  JehoA^ah  to  be  your  God,  and  your  por- 
I     tion  for  ever. — You  do  solemnly  dedicate  your- 
I     selves  to  God  the  Father,  as  your  chief  good; 
\     to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  your  Saviour,  and 
the  Holy  Spirit  as  your  Sanctifier. — You  do 
solemnly  devote  to  the  one  living  and  true  God 
all  your  faculties,  powers  and  possessions;  cove- 
nanting that  you  will  be  the  Lord's  f(jrever;  en- 
gaging, that,  through  the  aid  of  his  spirit,  you  j 
will  love  him  supremely,  and  obey  him  faith-  i 
fully;  that  you  v/ili  give  diligent  attendance  to 


his  word  aiul  ordinances  ;  tliat  you  will  seek, 
above  all  tilings,  tlie  honor  and  interests  of  liis 
kingxlom  ;  an.d  that  you  will  jdni,  without  ceas- 
ing, to  adorn  yonr  profession  l^y  a  Ijlameless 
life,  and  by  holiness  of  heart. 

You  do  also  now  cordially  join  j^oursehes 
to  this  Church  of  Cluist,  and  engage  to  su1)niit 
to  the  regrdar  adniinistration  of  its  government 
and  discipline;  to  strive  earnestly  for  its  peace, 
edification  and  puiity;  and  to  walk  with  its 
members  in  tlie  gospel  order  and  fellowship. 

Trusting  in  the' grace  of  God,  you  thus  cove- 
nant and  engage. 

In  conse(paence  of  these  professions  and  en- 
gagements, we,  tlie  mendjers  of  this  Church, 
affectionately  receive  you  to  our  communion, 
and  in  the  nanuj  of  Christ,  declare  you  entitled 
to  all  its  yisiiyie  privileges:  we  welcome  you  to 
the  fellowship  Avith  us  in  the  l)lessings  of  the 
Gospel,  and  on  <air  part,  engage  to  watch  OA  er 
you,  and  seek  your  edification,  so  long  as  our 
circumstances. ma)^  permit,  and  your  necessities 
may  req[uire. 


8 


Aiul  now,  beloved  in  the  Lord,  let  it  never 
bo  forgotten,  tliat  you  have  liere  come  under 
obli^'-ations  from  which  you  cannot  escape;  you 
can  never  witlidraw  from  the  covenant  which 
ha.s  now  ])ecn  connrmed;  wherever  you  go  these 
vows  will  1)0  upon  you;  tlioy  will  follow  you  to 
the  bur  of  God,  and  will  abide  upon  you  Ibr- 
cver. 

Now,  the  God  of  Peace,  that  brought  agahi 
from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  Great 
Shepherd  of  the  Sheep,  through  the  blood  of  the 
everlasting  covenant,  make  you  perfect  in  every 
good  work,  to  do  his  will,  working  in  you  that 
which  is  well  pleasing  in  his  sight,  through 
Jesus  Christ,  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever, — 
Amen. 


LTST  OF  MEMBERS. 


*  Dismissed  by 
t 

George  Alden, 
Elizabeth  A.  Alden, 
George  W.  AUmii, 
Mary  Ann  Allan  , 
Eliza  Ann  Allan, 
Deik  Arnond, 
Lonisa  Arnoud, 
Eliza  Ann  Anderson 


Letter  to  other  Churches. 
I)eceaseil. 

David  Balkum, 
Jane  Bennett, 
E.  II.  Baseom, 
Sarah  A.  Baseom, 
Wm.  11.  Bnrl)ick,  * 
Sarah  C.  Bnrhick,  ^ 
Adeline  Bnrnett, 
Mary  Berry, 


E.  L.  Brown, 
Nancy  M.  Bellows, 
George  A.  Bollows^ 
Serena  Brown,  j 
Sophia  A.  Baxter, 


Charles  D.  Cole, 
Mary  S.  Cole, 
Elizabeth  B.  Caffin, 
Abba  Cnirord. 


THE 


A?^a  Day, 
Mary  Day, 
Albert  Day, 
Siuiuu  D.  Dyer, 
Ivcl)ec(.*a  A.  JJirkennan 
Mary  Codiiiau  Day, 
R(?l)ecea  A.  Dickeniian 
M.  S.  Do(l(l,  *  . 
William  JL  Davis, 
Eliza  W.  Diiisiuoro, 
John  DcIIuiF, 
Noah  Dayis, 
Emelivic  E.  Davis, 
Sarah  E.  Davenport, 

Appha  Eastman, 
Mary  A.  J^dnianils, 
Gardner  Edmands,- 
Mary  IL  Emerj'^, 

Mary  Fk^tcher, 
Lois  Earrell,  . 
Lydia  Farrar, 
Wm!  C.  Foster, 
Mary  Ann  Foster, 
Ezra  0.  F.  Farrar, 
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]\Tartha  MeLain  Forbes, 
vSusan  Fari'iiiyton, 

^lary  D.  Glbbs, 
Charlotte  11.  Griffin, 
Moses  P.  Griffin, 
A1)igal  Gaylord, 
Sarah  C.  Gardner, 


Walcott  Ilamblin, 
J.  W.  F.  Jlol)l)s, 
Eliza] )eth  J.  Hobbs, 
Joseph  Ilorr, 
Esther  W.  Ilorr, 
Walter  W.  Homer, 
Sarah  A.  Hanson, 
Maria  Howl  and, 
Phebe  IloUis, 
Franeis  Spoor  TIancock, 
Charles  P.  Ilnggins, 
]\lary  Haskell, 
Eliza  Hilton, 
Samnel  W.  Haley, 
Charlotte  G.  Haley, 
Rosella  N.  Haley,' f 
David  Ilamblin, 
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Arigeline  ILiml^lLn, 
Louisa  M.  Ilartwcll, 

Mary  B.  elefTers, 
Jos(3j[jh  Johnson, 
Salome  Jolnison, 
Joseph  B.  Johnson, 
William  Jones, 
Almira  B.  Jones, 
Elizabeth  Jones, 

Rhoda  A.  LaAvrence, 
Roljovt  Loveday, 
Elizabeth  Loveday, 
Mahalah  Lewis, 
Josepli  Lincoln,  Jr. 
Elizabeth  Linc<jln, 
Abl)y  Lamson, 
Ile})sibah  1).  l^yon, 

Ann  McDongalL,* 
Caroline  jMorris, 
Mary  Aim  iMelliinir" 
Nancv  ]\lcC  Jlardoek/ 
Louis  jMonto^ 


Miivy  Monfco, 
Elizabeth  J.  Macintosh, 

Asa  Nute, 
Lucinda  Nute, 

George  A.  Oviatt, 
Marllia  Ann  0\'iatt,  f 
Isabella  G.  Oviatt, 
Patrick  O'lhhni, 
Mary  S.  O'Brien, 

James  V.  Poor, 
Rachel  S.  Poor,  * 
J(jhn  Paul, 
Sarah  S.  Paul, 
Pliilip  S.  Page, 
Ilaimah  M.  Page, 
George  Pollok, 
Fanny  Pollok, 
Edwin  A.  Paul, 
Sarah  Porter, 

Cliarles  F.  Rand,  ^  , 
Euselia  Ripley, 
Ruth  Ross, 
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Maria  Ripley, 
Charlotte  Ruwe,t 
Lucy  Rice, 

Martha  R.  Spraf^iie, 
Clarissa  Siuioiids, 
Noriiiau  C.  Stcveas, 
Ellen  M.  Stevens, 
Sarah  Somerhy, 
Sarah  II.  Smith, 
Sarah  Sheclcl, 
W.  Sellers,  . 
William  Swinton, 
Mrs.  Swinton, 

Elmer  B.  Thompson,  * 
Martha  B.  Thompson,^ 
Samuel  Thompson, 
]\Iary  Ann  Thompson, 
Mary  Jane  Thompson, 


Caroline  E.  Vose, 
Eliza  Vose, 

Samuel  C.  Wilkins, 
Clara  B.  Wilkins, 
John  Wilson, 
Caroline  J.  Wright, 
Frederick  Williams, 
Geo.  S.  AVheelwright, 
Lydia  B.  ^Vlieelwright, 
Sarah  A.  Wait, 
Mary  Ann  Wright, 
William  E.  Wait, 
William  J.  Warren, 
Esther  Wilson, 
jMary  Weston, 
Mary  jM.  Woodward,^ 
Joseph  II.  Washburn, 
Eliza  J.  Williams, 

Charles  G.  Young, 
Hannah  S.  Young, 


